Mechanisms of glycation in atherogenesis.
Non-enzymatic glycation may affect the arterial wall altering its connective tissue and promoting LDL accumulation. Its recognition by specific receptors and growth factor release, as well as possible alteration of DNA, may stimulate smooth muscle cell proliferation. Free radical generation may favour non-enzymatic PUFA degradation and quench NO, which would alter vascular relaxation. All of these aspects may participate in atherogenesis.